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to give it in paralysis agitans for relieving the tremor 
and muscular rigidity. It was used in twelve patients and 
proved beneficial in every case. Frequently the tremor 
promptly ceased and locomotion was also decidedly im¬ 
proved, fifteen minutes after the injection. Patients who 
could only write illegibly previous to its administration 
were enabled to write in a satisfactory manner. These 
beneficial effects lasted from three to five hours. When 
the injection was given in the evening it usually pro¬ 
duced sleep. The dose was 2 to 3 decimilligrammes 
to -jxj of a grain), subcutaneously, three times a day. 

Mendel considers duboisin the best symptomatic rem¬ 
edy for paralysis agitans, and has discarded the use of 
hyoscin in these cases on account of the toxic symptoms 
which frequently follow even a small dose. W. M. L. 

The Treatment of Diabetes Mellitus by Pan¬ 
creatic Juice. —(H. W. G. Mackenzie. M.D., F.R.C.P. 
British Medical Journal, Jan. 14,1893). In two cases of this 
disease half ounce' doses of liquor pancreaticus three 
times daily after meals, was followed by marked increase 
of strength, diminution of thirst and the passage of a 
smaller quantity of urine than formerly. The specific 
gravity of the urine and the relative amount of sugar 
were not altered. In another patient the amount of fluid 
imbibed fell from twelve to six pints in the twenty-four 
hours, with a similar decrease in the amount of urine 
passed. It is evident that this preparation is no specific, 
but the effects are encouraging, and it is possible that in 
cases of true pancreatic diabetes the benefit might be 
greater. A. F. 

Trional .—Cases of sleeplessness, whether depend¬ 
ent upon functional or organic troubles, are of frequent 
occurrence in the practice of every physician, and often 
prove extremely rebellious to treatment. Of the many 
hypnotics and sedatives in the pharmacopoeia few com¬ 
bine the qualities of efficiency with the freedom from 
toxic action or unpleasant after effects ; and aside from 
this, after continuous tolerance is established, necessitat¬ 
ing a change of remedies. For this and other reasons 
the recent discovery of a new hypnotic, Trional, to judge 
from careful clinical experimentation, is both safe, 
prompt and efficient, will be welcomed by every prac¬ 
titioner. Dr. Boettinger (Berlin Klinische Wochenschrift, 
Oct. 17, 1892) has subjected Trional to an exhaustive 
clinical investigation in Professor Hitzig’s clinical, em¬ 
ploying it in seventy-five cases. The usual dose was one 
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to two grammes administered in the evening, but some¬ 
times it was given in divided doses during the day. In 
cases of simple sleeplessness occurring in functional and 
organic diseases, a single evening dose of one gramme 
often produced uninterrupted and deep sleep from fifteen 
to forty-five minutes, and with the exception of slight 
giddiness in one instance, there were no unpleasant after 
effects, such as are so frequently observed after the use 
of other hypnotics. In the insomia of mental disease 
the hypnotic effect of Trional was always promptly 
exhibited if excessive mental excitement did not exist; 
but even in some cases of marked non-alcoholic delirium 
an excellent result was obtained by the administration 
of fractional doses. It may be given per rectum in some¬ 
what larger doses with as prompt effect as by mouth—a 
point of importance in cases of severe mental disorder. 
Another advantage is that patients'do not become ad¬ 
dicted to it even after continned administration for a long 
time. Aside from cases of sleeplessness due to severe 
bodily pain, acute alcoholism, and severe mental excite¬ 
ment, Trional seems to be a hypnotic, efficient, safe, 
prompt and pleasant in its action, and a valuable addition 
to the materia medica. 

In the Treatment of Nervous Diseases and 
General Debility McArthur’s Syrup Hypophosphites 
demonstrates its restorative powers. Here it is not the 
stimulating action of the remedies usually classed as 
tonics that is needed. The organic powers of the sys¬ 
tem are already taxed to their utmost ability to carry on 
the physiological processess of life. The Hypophos¬ 
phites of lime and soda gives the much-needed effect in 
these conditions—not that of a stimulant by irritation, 
but that of a true nutriment to the starving tissues. Its 
tonic effects are' permanent as they are the effects of a 
richer blood supply, bringing healthy food and oxygen 
to the tissues. Thus the patient is gradually brought up 
to his normal condition. 



